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Welcome to the February issue of Life Stacy Hawkins Adams

Untapped! ™ - a newsletter for readers,
writers and others desiring to be
enlightened and uplifted.

I'm honored to feature in this issue
bestselling author Michelle McKinney
Hammond, who has written more than
30 books that encourage readers to love
themselves and embrace their life's
circumstances with joy.

In one of her recent titles, she offers tips
on how to create solid relationships.
What better to focus on in February than
matters of the heart, and on both the
love and the dreams that reside there?

I hope you'll be inspired to keep striving
to become the best 'you' possible.

Quote of the Month
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Stacy's News

This is my first newsletter for 2008 so I'd
like to formally wish you a Happy New Year
and encourage you to stick to the goals or
Harriet Tubman, Escaped Slave, strategic plans you outlined less than two
Abolitionist months ago. If you've gotten off track, take
a deep breath and start again!

I did not publish a January newsletter
because I spent the entire month completing
my fourth novel. I must admit, it was

Meet Inspirational Author difficult to let go of my "friends" Serena,
Michelle McKinney Hammond Erika, Tawana, Elliott and Micah and
embrace all new characters. However, once I
did, I was excited to see how their story
would unfold. I wound up intrigued by the
journey they took me on, and I'm looking
forward to sharing this book with you. It is
slated for release early next year and will

Bestselling author Michelle McKinney
Hammond has advised thousands of
readers over the years how to find
happiness in singleness and how to
love themselves the way God



intended.

One of her recent books, however,
serves as a guide for nurturing a
Godly romance.

hands photo from bio pageln How to
Make Love Work: The Guide to
Getting It, Keeping It and Fixing
What's Broken, Hammond takes a
practical look at what's required to
develop and maintain a healthy
relationship.

Life Untapped: #
&

$ % &

Hammond: It's a manual from A to Z,
from singlehood all the way through
marriage. Most people make decisions
driven by emotions. They think as long
as they feel good, love is working, and
when they're not feeling good, it's not
working. Love not feeling good is an
indicator that there is an area of the
relationship that needs to be worked
on. People always want the end result,
but not the work it takes to get it.
Sometimes work doesn't feel good, but
the rewards of it are fabulous.
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Hammond: Sometimes our
expectations of love and what it's
supposed to accomplish in our lives
make us feel we're not loved at all.
What we expect the other person to
do, that poor other person doesn't
even know what your expectations
are. He may not know or he may not
be wired to do those things. Does that
disqualify that it is love? It's the
expectation that now does damage to
the relationship. That's why our hearts
have to be grounded in God's Word.
No person will ever be able to fulfill all
of our expectations about love,
because God won't allow it. There's a
hole that can only be filled by Him.
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Hammond: You're going to have to do

introduce readers to a new cast of characters
who live in a fictional Texas town.

In the meantime, I continue to get wonderful
and humbling feedback from readers who are
still discovering my first three books - Speak
To My Heart, Nothing But the Right
Thing, and the newest release,
Watercolored Pearls.

Thank you, thank you, thank you for posting
reviews on online bookstore websites, for
signing my website guestbook and for taking
time to email me to let me know you were
entertained and inspired.
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Congratulations
Evelyn McNair of Woodbridge, Va. was the
winner of the December holiday raffle.
She received a $50 American Express gift
card.
Stay tuned in the coming months for other

occasional contests.
Xk Xk

If you've finished my three novels and need
something else to read, consider checking
out my first novella (short novel) called %
% ' It will be released by
Harlequin's Kimani Press in April in an
anthology called This Far By Faith.

The story details the journey of fledging
actress Jessica Drake and Broadway diva
Diana Edmonds, who wind up sharing a
stage, but little else. Jessica would like to be
mentored, or at least foster a cordial working
relationship with the superstar, but Diana
won't let anyone - especially a beautiful new
actress - get close. Before the story ends,
one of the women receives a shocking
revelation that could derail the other's
career.

Get your copy to learn whether faith and
forgiveness will triumph over the desire to
succeed at all costs.

This Far By Faith also features novellas
penned by two of my favorite Essence
bestselling authors, Kendra Norman-Bellamy
and Linda Hudson- Smith.

Why not pre-order the book, and consider
adding it to your list of Mother's Day gifts?
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the work on yourself first, in your own
heart and mind, about your
expectations about love and what it
takes to be good to you. Dating is for
collecting data. You are collecting
information to see if this person is
qualified for courtship. Then, as
friendship develops, you decide if you
are going to be more intentional about
pursuing a courtship. It tells you the
things to look for and the things you
need to flesh out as a couple and the
maintenance that is required.
Everyday we choose to trust people
who are not qualified to be life
partners.
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Hammond: People get to the altar
and say, 'I do' and think, 'I'm done.
Now let me move on to the next goal
on my list." There are some things that
need to be in place to keep you from
having problems. The basic things
people need are patience, kindness
and understanding, as well as the
willingness to yield. If we are pursuing
principles, sometimes we will lose the
partner and the relationship in the
process.
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Hammond: Passion is important. It's
great to like each other, but it's nice to
have the icing of passion. There should
be anchors in relationships that pull
you back to your original feeling. You
should still have date night and
traditions and things in your home
that lead you back home.

Laughter is also key. It's important to
be able to laugh at ourselves and with
one another.
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Hammond: Your 'everything' should
be everything you've already built into
your life. That person should be a
wonderful addition to that.

When I'm not busy with book stuff, I am
freelancing. A lengthier version of my
interview with author Michelle McKinney
Hammond is featured this month on
Crosswalk.com.

I also have a profile of Dr. Helene Gayle,
President and CEO of CARE, one of the
world's premier poverty- fighting
organizations, in $

this month.

And if you're in the metro Richmond,
Virginia area, don't forget to check out

* my twice-a-month Sunday parenting
column in the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

magazine
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I've also had the opportunity to meet some
of you at recent speaking engagements and
book signings.

Many thanks to the Grace E. Harris
Leadership Institute at Virginia
Commonwealth University and the Women's
Ministry of Trinity Baptist Church for inviting
me to serve as your keynote luncheon
speaker and workshop leader, respectively.
I also appreciate the staff of the Barnes &
Noble at Libbie Place in Richmond, Va. and
Waldenbooks at Greenbrier Mall in
Chesapeake, Va. for hosting such great
signings earlier this month.

Check out my calendar below to see if I'll be

in your area. I'd love to connect with you!
Xk >k %

Special Announcement: Due to my
growing writing and speaking schedule,
+ will become a bimonthly
publication, so look for the next issue in
April.

Book Club Corner




(Otherwise) you are setting yourself
up to be disappointed and for the
relationship to fail. Giving that person
permission to be who they are
empowers them to be greater for you.
It's a delicate dance.
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Hammond: Isn't that the legacy we
leave? Nobody talks about your job
when you leave. They talk about the
quality of your relationship with them.
When Tabitha in the Bible died, the
widows mourned and brought their
coats and other clothing she had made
for them, and Peter raised her from
the dead. The relationships and the
things you did for others literally
keeps you living after you are gone.
Your life is a sum total of
relationships. Make sure you have
good ones. If there is no permanent
mate, spread it to family and friends.
They are the precursors to everything
you'll experience in a marriage.

© Stacy Hawkins Adams, 2007

New Author News
Jennifer Valent, of Richmond, Va.,
works by day as a nanny, but never
shelved her dream of becoming a
published author.

On Jan. 31, she moved a step closer to
achieving her goal.

Jennifer's historical fiction novel,
currently titled ,

# won the grand prize in the
Operation First Novel contest
sponsored by The Christian Writers
Guild.

Jennifer received a monetary prize
and a publishing contract with Tyndale
House.

She wrote the novel, which has no
release date yet, about three years
ago, over a six-month period. She
submitted it to several contests and
took to heart the judges' feedback,

Many thanks to my book club friends across
the country who have connected with me in
speakerphone chats or invited me to speak at
their literary functions.

Special gratitude is extended this month to
the Ministry of Harmony Book Circle of
Las Vegas, Nevada for reading all three of my
novels as part of a February reading rally.

If your group is interested in being featured in this monthly
Book Club section, please email me a photo of club
members. Also answer ONE of the following questions:
"What makes your book club unique?" OR "How has
participating in this book club helped members grow or
change for the better?"

Send this information to
publicist@stacyhawkinsadams.com and include a phone
number so that the information can be verified before
publication.

(Book club featured in the above photo is the JMRC Book
Club in Jackson, Mississippi.)

Stacy's Upcoming Events

Tuesday, March4 @ 7 p.m.
Twin Hickory Area Library
Book Discussion & Signing
5001 Twin Hickory Road
Glen Allen, Virginia

Saturday, March 15 @ Noon and 6 p.m.
Keynote Speaker

New Life Bible Church Women's Conference
Fayetteville, North Carolina

Tuesday, March 25 @ 7 p.m.
Appomattox Regional Library
Book Discussion and Signing
209 East Cawson Street
Hopewell, Virginia

Saturday, March 29 @ Noon
Virginia Festival of the Book
Book Discussion and Signing
Event Location To Be Determined
(Visit VaBook.org for updates)
Charlottesville, Virginia

What's On Stacy's Bookshelf?

These are some of the pageturners currently
on my nightstand:

Happily Even After by Marilynn Griffith

Sweet Caroline by Rachel Hauck



rewriting the book each time she
received solid advice.

"There were definitely times I thought
I would give up," says Jennifer, who
connected with an editor who believed
in her work and urged her to keep
trying. "The Lord keeps people in your
life to encourage you."
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Congrats is also extended to Atlanta
writer Rhonda Nain, whose efforts and
faith have paid off with her first book
deal. Her Christian fiction novel,

- $ will be released in
2009.

Abundant Blessings! Stacy

Stacy Hawkins Adams
ClayWork Enterprises

email:
publicist@stacyhawkinsadams.com
web:
http://www.stacyhawkinsadams.com

The thief does not come except to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may
have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly. . /01/0 2*3.45

Wearing My Halo Tilted by Stephanie
Perry Moore

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World -
Finding Intimacy with God in the
Busyness of Life by Joanna Weaver

Read Amazon.com Watercolored Pearls
Reviews

Black Expressions Reader Reviews of
Watercolored Pearls

Order Your Copy of Watercolored
Pearls

Purchase Watercolored Pearls

Pre-Order "This Far By Faith"

Check out the Faithchicks: A Behind-
the-Scenes Look at a Writer's Life

Stacy's Links

e Need Help Drafting A Book Proposal?
Check Out Terry Whalin's Book Visit
Stacy on My Space

e Visit Stacy's Website




